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The Advisory Council for Basic and Intermediate Life Support Services
MINUTES of March 6, 2024

Members Present: Mr. Adam Beder, Mr. Steve Cohen, Mr. Daniel Kazar, Ms. Rowena
Madden, Mr. Daniel Misa, Dr. Stephen Vetrano, Ms. Paula Weiler

Members Absent: Dr. William Felegi, Ms. Candace Gardner, Mr. Andrew Koehler, Ms.
Barbara Platt, Mr. Roger Sarao, Mr. Gregory Scott, Mr. Frank
Setnicky

Guests/Attendees: Mr. Rob Clawson, Ms. Anna Ryan, Ms. Jennifer Simmen, Mr.
Russell Stuart

Dept. of Health: = Ms. Judy Faulkner, Mr. Christian Rios
The EMT Training Fund Advisory Council convened on March 6, 2024, at the Middlesex
County Fire Academy in Classroom A, with a call to order at 10:05 AM by Dr. Vetrano.

PUBLIC NOTICE

“This is a formal meeting of The Advisory Council for Basic and Intermediate Life
Support Services. Adequate notice of this meeting has been published in accordance
with the provisions of Chapter 231, Public Law 1975, c-10:4.10 of New Jersey entitled,
“Open Public Meetings Act”. Notices were sent to the Secretary of State, who posted
the notice in a public place. Notices were forwarded to 12 New Jersey newspapers, two
New York newspapers, two wire services, two Philadelphia newspapers, and WNET
(non-commercial educational public television). Notice was also posted to the
Department’s website at www.nj.gov/health/ems.”

APPROVAL OF MINUTES:

Minutes from the December 2023 meeting were distributed to the members of the
committee via email prior to this meeting and paper copies were distributed at the
beginning of the meeting for reference

Motion to approve the December 2023 meeting minutes (Mr. Cohen) Seconded (Mr.
Misa) Approved (Unanimous)
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CORRESPONDENCE

None

FINANCIAL REPORT

None

OLD BUSINESS

e Mr. Kazar

o Discussed submissions for reimbursement for 2023 EMS Council of NJ
Symposium with Ms. Weiler

NEW BUSINESS

e Ms. Weiler

o Proposed the 2024 New Jersey EMS Council Symposium reimbursement

o Motion to approve the 2024 EMS Council of NJ Symposium
reimbursement at a rate of $15 per CEU (Mr. Beder) Seconded (Mr. Misa)
Seconded. The motion was put to vote. Approved (3 Yes, 0 No, 3
Abstentions)

OEMS Report — Mr. Kazar

e The office is excited to share that a part time consultant medical director has
joined our team to further strengthen our medical oversight, provide expertise
and support while we await the hiring of a full-time medical director.

e Kelly Anderson-Thomas (MPH, MS) has been named the New Deputy
Commissioner for Public Health Services.

Conference & Awards Ceremony

e The Office is pleased to announce the call for speakers for the 2024 National
Conference on EMS is open now through April 15, 2024.

e Feedback received from previous conferences highlighted the need for
interactive and cutting-edge presentations. As a result, the conference committee
will give preference to novel and innovative topics that promote interaction



e Nominations for the 2024 EMS Awards Program is open now through August 20,
2024. Please nominate early, and don’t forget the youth

e Any questions please contact Tim Seplaki at Timothy.Seplaki@doh.nj.gov

EMSC & Special Projects
e EMS Online Education
o Next online class is Thursday, March 14, 2024, from 0945-1100
o Keep an eye on your email for future free CEU opportunities
e Culture of Safety/Safety Committee
o The committee continues to meet monthly focusing on:
= Mental Health
Lifting and Moving
Re-evaluating lights and sirens/emergency transport

EMS provider safety
Reviewing and updating all previous guidance documents

o Anyone interested in participating please contact Colin Taylor at
Colin.Taylor@doh.nj.gov or emsc@doh.nj.gov

« Narcan on School Buses
o Following several medical emergencies, on a school bus, requiring
administration of Narcan we are working with the Department of Education
to place Narcan on every school bus

e Andy the Ambulance

o Thisis an injury prevention and EMS education program, available to in
public events. Requests should be sent to emsc@doh.nj.gov

e Always Ready for Children for EMS

o This program recognizes EMS agencies, regardless of licensure status,
who excel in pediatric readiness by meeting certain requirements. For
additional information contact Fatima Manzoor at
Fatima.Manzoor@doh.nj.gov or emsc@doh.nj.gov

o Always Ready for Children for the ED
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o This program recognizes emergency departments who excel in pediatric
readiness by meeting certain standards. This program is in the final
approval stages and should be launched soon

« National Pediatric Readiness Assessment

o The New Jersey EMSC program is currently engaged in this initiative as a
pilot state, in collaboration with North Carolina and the Mariana Islands.
As part of a nationwide initiative, the focus is on evaluating the
preparedness of Emergency Medical Services (EMS) agencies in handling
pediatric patients. In New Jersey, a total of 212 licensed EMS agencies
have been invited to actively participate in this assessment. The
comprehensive evaluation is set to conclude at the end of March 2024

o The remaining states and territories are poised to launch the national
effort in May 2024, marking a collective and coordinated step forward in
this vital initiative

« EMSC Advisory Council
o The next EMSC Advisory Council meeting will be on May 21, 2024, more

information can be found on the Department’s website or by emailing
emsc@doh.nj.gov

o The advisory council is currently seeking a family representative with no
medical background. All interested individuals can email
emsc@doh.nj.gov with the subject line “FAN”

« EMSC Day
o EMSC Day this year is May 22, 2024

o A complimentary pediatric education session will be offered, and
registration links will be distributed via email

o Car Seat Safety
o EMSC in collaboration with Safe Kids South Jersey is purchasing over 250
car seats for use during child passenger safety seat inspections and other

child passenger safety events

o If you are interested in hosting a child passenger safety seat event please
email your request to emsc@doh.nj.gov

State Trauma Council
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¢ A meeting was convened on February 12, 2024, with facilitation by State Trauma
Director Dr. John Porter.

e |t was emphasized that EMS agencies are encouraged to adhere to ACS
guidelines and inform receiving facilities, especially trauma centers, about the
National Field Triage color category assigned to their patients.

e The session fostered productive dialogue covering topics such as regulations,
finances, ACS level trauma centers, and comprehensive discussions around
associated data, including the trauma registry.

Stakeholder Engagement Meetings

o Facilitated a stakeholder and regulatory listening session focusing on N.J.A.C.
8:46, also known as the Public Epi or Epinephrine Access and Emergency
Treatment Act. The Department is tasked with promulgating regulations to
establish written standards and application procedures for the approval of
educational programs ensuring the safe administration of an epinephrine auto-
injector device.

e Currently, we are actively engaged in stakeholder meetings and collaborative
workgroups with our interdepartmental partners for Mobile Integrated Health.
Upon completion of these meetings and workgroups, meetings with external
stakeholders will commence

OEMS Education — Mr. Kazar

e Regional representatives within OEMS have been established. Please be on the
lookout for an email in the very near future as to who your regional representative
from OEMS will be. This individual will allow for your agency to have a direct
contact within OEMS to handle new vehicles, reportable events and to address
any inquiry as it relates to agency licensure.

e Agencies A-L renewals are due in December
e After receiving only 18 applications for utilization of the BLS Non-Emergency
Staffing Waiver, prior to the original deadline of January 31, 2024, the application
period for utilization of the BLS Non-Emergency Staffing Waiver has been
extended to February 23, 2024. To date...
o 60 Agencies have applied

o 37 have been approved

o 9 have been denied



o 1 Agency Rescinded their Utilization
o Awaiting additional documentation of 13
e No patient shall be transported in the front seat of a MAVO

e OEMS Investigators have noted an increase in unsecured vehicles. It is crucial to
ensure that all vehicles are securely locked to mitigate any potential risks

e Agencies are reminded that you have every right to audit your staff for renewal
requirements, and in fact, it is encouraged

e Providers are reminded to exercise caution when using lights and sirens while
operating emergency vehicles

e We continue to notice Instructors and CEU Instructors not entering students into
their rosters. Please be reminded that this is a regulatory requirement

e Instructor Screening Scheduled for:

o Saturday, March 23 — Gloucester

o Sunday, April 215 — Bergen

o Wednesday, May 8" — RWJ East Brunswick

o All coordinators have been notified and we continue to await applications
e For Reciprocity and ALS Endorsements, please make every effort to utilize the

reciprocity@doh.nj.gov email. This allows for better organization, which will
facilitate a timelier response

e The Department is not issuing extensions for the June 30, 2024, certification
cycle

¢ Inactive requests will be completed by the end of June

e April 30" — NREMT Presentation on New Examination

ALS Credentials — 2023 Final Numbers

Reciprocity | Initial | MICN | Inactive — Active | MICN Reciprocity | Total
46 44 26 12 9 137
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ALS Credentials — January 1, 2024 — Present

Reciprocity | Initial | MICN | Inactive — Active | MICN Reciprocity | Total
8 21 7 0 2 38
BLS Credentials — 2023 Final Numbers
Reciprocity | Initial | Challenge | Re-Entry | Total
98 1,780 33 44 1,955
BLS Credentials — January 1, 2024 - Present
Reciprocity | Initial | Challenge | Re-Entry | Total
17 338 7 7 369

ALS NEW Active to Inactive — 2024

Total = 65
Avg. Age =48

Avg. Years of Service = 18

New EMT Instructors

2021 =19
2022 =20

2023 = 22 (includes provisional)
2024 = 11 (includes provisional)

DISCUSSION

e Mr. Cohen

o Discussed New Jersey Senate Bill 2435

PUBLIC COMMENT

None

Meeting Schedule:

e June 5, 2024, at 10:00 AM location TBD

o September 4, 2024, at 10:00 AM location TBD

e December 4, 2024, at 10:00 AM location TBD




ADJOURNMENT

Motion to adjourn the meeting (Mr. Beder) Seconded (Mr. Misa). Approved
(Unanimous).

The meeting was adjourned at 11:14 AM
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